
WRITERS’ RETREAT

EMBARK ON A JOURNEY OF
SERENITY AND CREATIVE EXPLORATION

Spend 5 days on a serene island, taking in gorgeous sunsets,
writing while nestled amongst palm trees, and forging lifelong

connections with writers from all over India. 

20th - 24th March, 2024

Chorão Island, Goa



Every aspect of the retreat is carefully planned to help you recharge
your social, physical, mental, and creative batteries. 

RETREAT HIGHLIGHTS

Stay in a boutique heritage villa
and draw inspiration from Goa’s

history and culture

Open to writers of all levels and formats!

Learn from advanced
workshops that decode the

craft of writing 

Get personalized and
real-time feedback from experts

Experience authentic Goan village life and food

Build life-long relationships
with fellow writers



Tara has 12 years of experience in the publishing industry. She has
edited over 100 books for Bloomsbury, Rupa, Hachette, etc. and has
written for publications like Conde Nast Traveller, Outlook, and Midday. 

She has built Bound from the ground up to a full-fledged content
powerhouse across formats - books, podcasts, newsletters, etc. She
has worked at Penguin India, SheThePeople.TV, BloombergQuint, and
Writer's Side, Asia's largest literary agency.

MEET THE MENTORS

Samit has published several critically
acclaimed novels, beginning with
The Simoqin Prophecies (2003). 

His most recent novel, The Jinn-Bot
of Shantiport, was a 2023 Best Sci-fi
nominee in the Goodreads Choice
Awards.

His previous novel, The City Inside, was
named one of the best sci-fi/fantasy
novels of 2022 by The Washington Post
and Book Riot, and
was short-listed (as
Chosen Spirits) 
for the JCB Prize. 

MICHELLE D’COSTA 
Author and Executive Editor at Bound

TARA KHANDELWAL
Celebrated Book Editor and Founder of Bound

Michelle is Bound’s most beloved mentor
and has successfully conducted over 100
workshops. 

Her fiction and poetry have been published
in over 70 journals. Her poetry chapbook
‘Gulf’ came out in 2021 (Yavanika Press)
and her upcoming novel with Westland
(Tranquebar) will be published in 2024.
She is an alumna of the Kolam Writers’
Workshop. 

SAMIT BASU
Best-selling Author and
Director-Screenwriter



FILL THE APPLICATION FORM HERE 

You leave the retreat with a fresh perspective, lots of
new ideas, a well-developed WIP, new-found knowledge

on writing and publishing, lots of cherished memories,
and a life-long creative support system!

talented and promising writers are handpicked for the retreat
through an application process. 

THE PROGAMMING

Each participant is assigned a mentor who reads their work and
gives them one-on-one feedback and mentoring.

Selected participants share drafts of what they will be
working on during the retreat.

Our mentors will conduct workshops and masterclasses
specifically designed to develop your writing style and niche,
hone your craft and techniques, help you experiment with new
creative tools, and decode the publishing process in India.

Writers can revise their work in real time based on the mentors’
advice and feedback received from peers. 

THE OUTCOME

12

https://form.typeform.com/to/wXtM2S?typeform-source=www.boundindia.com
https://form.typeform.com/to/wXtM2S?typeform-source=www.boundindia.com


THE
VENUE

Island Sanctuary’s Portuguese
architecture captures the history
and character of this island.

The open-air pavilions, gardens
and terrace are designed for
creative collaborations and quiet
writing. 

Spend your evenings

Relaxing in the rock pool or curling up
on a terrace or under a cashew tree

 
Exploring the bird sanctuary or the lush
mangroves of the Mandovi River with a
boat ride

Sampling the local feni and urrak and
taking a tour of the feni-making process

Cycling through the nearby village and
admiring the Portuguese architecture

Chorão island is Goa’s well-kept
secret. 

Located along the Mandovi River only
11 km from Panjim, it’s the largest of 17
islands in Goa.

Get transported to a different world
with serene villages, tree-lined streets,
lush greenery, old Portuguese
architecture, and the chirps of over
400 species of birds. 

'slow-living'embodies Goa’s
and                   philosophy. 'susegaad'

Island Sanctuary is set on
the island of Chorão and



WHAT’S NOT INCLUDED

Flight tickets
Airport Transfers
Extra food orders or drinks including
alcoholic beverages
Costs of any excursions planned by the
participants 

5 days and 4 nights stay at Island Sanctuary, Goa (double occupancy)

12 hours of workshops and masterclasses with expert instructors 

Collaborative activities to boost creativity and quiet time
to develop your WIPs

Access to Bound’s writing community of 150 past retreat participants,
curated by us over the last 5 years 

Curated goodie bag & a Bound Certificate for every writer 

An endless supply of tea and coffee

3 wholesome meals with locally sourced ingredients
(breakfast, lunch, and dinner)

4 hours of peer feedback and editing sessions

WHAT’S INCLUDED

Cost to attend: Rs. 65,000/- + GST



ADDITIONAL DETAILS

For more details including a day-by-day curriculum, reach out to us at:
connect@boundindia.com. 

This is an application-based retreat. Fill out the application form here.
Selected applicants will be contacted via email on a rolling basis. 

If your application is selected, a deposit of Rs. 20,000 will be needed to
reserve your seat. 

The balance payment needs to be made by 6th March 2024.

A 100% deposit is retained if the booking is cancelled after 4th March 2023.

HOW TO GET TO ISLAND SANCTUARY?

1.5 hours from Dabolim Airport 
(Vasco, South Goa)

Take a taxi to Ribandar ferry and then take the
ferry to Chorao island

One-way costs: Taxi - Rs. 800-1000 | 
Ferry - Rs.  10

OPTION 1:

1 hour from Mopa Airport (North Goa)
Take a taxi directly to island sanctuary 

One-way costs: Taxi - Rs. 800-1000

OPTION 2:

Island sanctuary can offer airport pick up and drop on request. 

FILL THE APPLICATION FORM HERE 

https://form.typeform.com/to/wXtM2S?typeform-source=www.boundindia.com
https://form.typeform.com/to/wXtM2S?typeform-source=www.boundindia.com


“The Bound Writers’ retreat was my first experience of
formally engaging with craft, ‘workshopping’ my pieces and
building connections with writers and mentors. These
ongoing conversations have been critical in developing my
book ideas and I look forward to working with the amazing
Bound team again as these take shape.”

Supriya Rakesh
Writer, Researcher, and Creative Practioner

“I have attended two retreats by Bound so far. The line-
up of authors and mentors have been fantastic. There is
a deep sense of commitment from the Bound team and
the mentors, which is heart-warming, and encourages us
to learn. The island here is magical and truly a writer’s
retreat.”

Usha Venkatraman
Founder, Mumbai Storytellers Society

“Bound, as a retreat, is something I want to come back to
year after year. A holistic experience that nourished minds,
bodies, and souls. We, the participants, came away with
lifelong bonds, new perspectives, and incredible memories.
The mentors shared freely and taught us so much - not just
about the craft of writing, but as much about the rigour and
empathy required to be a good writer.”

Aparna Sanyal
Author, Circus Folk & Village Freaks

HEAR FROM SOME OF 
OUR 150 PARTICIPANTS

“I feel far more confident about my writing now that it’s
been vetted by a group of most excellent writers. Most
importantly, I no longer feel like I’m in a silo, with no
opportunities to put myself out there. I’m really
privileged to have experienced this positivity so early in
my writing career.”

Lavanya Lakshminarayan
Award-winning author



FILL THE APPLICATION FORM HERE 

 Don’t miss your chance to embark on a journey of lifelong growth,
community and belonging. 

             helps brands and individuals grow through long-form storytelling across formats:
books, podcasts, newsletters, reports, training, etc. through our original content IPs,
services, and strategic collaborations. Our 60+ partners include brands like Tata Trust,
Blue Tokai Coffee, Unacademy, Teach for India, and media and publishing organizations
like Penguin, Bloomsbury, Newslaundry, and Notion Press. 

Since 2018, we have trained over 5,000 creators, conducted over 500 live classes, edited
over 700 books, and built a community of over 50,000 creators and innovators. 

Bound

ABOUT

Karuppu
Praveena Shivram

Analog/Virtual
Lavanya Lakshminarayan

Tales from the Himalayas
Priyanka Pradhan

My Body Didn’t
Come Before Me 

Kuhu Joshi

Circus Folk & Village
Freaks

Aparna Upadhyaya
Sanyal

No Ticket, Will Travel
Subuhi Jiwani

Versova Vortex 
Subuhi Jiwani

Spark Your Creativity  
Niddhish Puuzhakkal

All Men Are
Worshippers
Dinesh Prasad

SOME BOOKS  BY OUR RETREAT ALUMNI

Dare To Create 
Niddhish Puuzhakkal

The Ten Percent Thief
Lavanya

Lakshminarayan

https://www.instagram.com/boundindia?igsh=dXh1MGZmZm1hZGVr&utm_source=qr
https://form.typeform.com/to/wXtM2S?typeform-source=www.boundindia.com
https://form.typeform.com/to/wXtM2S?typeform-source=www.boundindia.com
https://www.linkedin.com/company/boundindia/
https://youtube.com/@boundindia?feature=shared

